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fication in the light of recent discoveries in the Indus valley.   About
these Sir John Marshall wrote in 1924:

* Hitherto India has almost universally been regarded as one
of the younger countries of the world. Apart from palaeolithic
and neolithic implements and such rude primitive remains as
the Cyclopean walls of Rajagriha, no monuments of note were
known to exist of an earlier date than the third century B.C.,
when Greece had already passed her zenith and when the
mighty empires of Mesopotamia and Egypt had been all but
forgotten. Now, at a single bound, we have taken back our
knowledge of Indian civilization some 3,000 years earlier and
have established the fact that in the third millennium before
Christ, and even before that, the peoples of the Punjab and
Sind were living in well-built cities and were in possession of a
relatively mature culture with a high standard of art and crafts-
manship and a developed system of pictographic writing/11

The sites of these discoveries are Harappa in the Montgomery
district (Punjab) and Mohenjo-Daro in the Larkana district (Sind).
Harappa lies on an old bed of the Ravi near Harappa Road Station,
while Mohenjo-Daro, situated on the right bank of the Indus, can
be approached from Dokri Station, eight miles away.

Before narrating these discoveries we should go back to the year
1872-73, when General Cunningham visited Harappa. He described
it as 'the most extensive of all the old sites along the banks of the
Ravi/12 He made several excavations, his finds consisting of stone
scrapers and numerous specimens of pottery. The most curious
object in his collection was a seal of smooth black stone, engraved
with a 'bull' and a line of inscription in pictographic characters
above the figure. The seal, which was found by Major Clark, and